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Terminal Data Wi l m al"
MYANMAR

® Jetty Over all length - 325 meters

o Jetty breadth - 25.0 meters o . -
o Depth of water at the berth at zero tide - 13.00 meters WIImar Myanmar Port TermlnaIS(Thllawa)

e Maximum designed DWT - 64000 Limited

® Maximum designed displacement - 49000

® Uniformly distributed loads on Platform - 30 kN/sg-m

® Uniform distributed load on access mole and trestle - 21.5 kN/sg-m

Cargo Handling Gears Available

® Open stowage yards for general cargo - 10000 sg-m

o Ware houses spaces for ganeral cargo - 13700 sg-m

» Edible oil storage tanks (41 stowage tanks - total capacity 38800 MT)
@ 2 x 50 cbm dust control moveable hoppers

@ 3 x 25 cbm moveable cargo hoppers

® B x 10-12 cbm radio machanical grabs

# 3 x 6-8 cbm mechanical grabs

® B x 4 cargo lines to unload edible oil cargo

® Forklifts; wheel Ioaders, chains, slings, wires, shackles, belts, nets, etc to handle G/C

‘Wilmar Myanmar Port Terminals{Thilawa) Limited

Plot No 20v21, Thilawa Port Development Zone,
Yangon, My

Tel:+958 33162 666
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A land bridge across
southern Thailand
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-TMH company profile (2022)

-www.tmholding.ru

-Locotech. A Modern Technology-Savvy
Company(2022)

-The world’s 10 Longest railway networks
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YOUTH’S ROLE TO GOVERN WATER SUFFICIENCY
IN THE FUTURE: SENIOR GENERAL
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State Administration Council Chair PM Senior General Min Aung Hlaing views round the exhibition
on the occasion of World Water Day on 24" March, 2024 in Nay Pyi Taw

outh plays an essential
role in water governance
in order to ensure water

sufficiency in the future, said Sen-
ior General Min Aung Hlaing,

A ceremony to mark World
Water Day 2024 took place at
Myanmar International Conven-
tion Centre 1l in Nay Pyi Taw
on 24" March, 2024 morning,
with an address by Chairman of
the State Administration Council

Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Senior General highlighted that
the government is effectively
managing water resources in or-
der to supply agricultural water,
generate hydropower, and pro-
vide household and industrial use
water by adopting water policies
and laws.

He noted that Myanmar has

formed the national water re-
source committee to enact the na-
tional water law so as to manage
water sectors systematically.

The Senior General disclosed
that a total of 246 dams, 144
diversion weirs, 72 lakes, 199
sluice gates and 219 river water
pumping stations are used to sup-
ply water for cultivation and con-
sumption as well as to generate
electricity. Irrigated water covers
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some 750,000 acres of farmlands.
and underground tapping benefits
some 930,000 acres of cultivable
lands, he added.

He continued that Myanmar
has formed the water resources
survey team to emerge a data
bank through the collection of
water data.

As critical challenges for hu-
mans, the Senior General under-
scored that the United Nations
stated that more than two billion
people lack safe water, whereas
more than four billion people
face a shortage of water at least
one month per year due to climate
change and loss of water sources.

He explained that the earth’s
planet is covered with 97.5 per
cent of seawater and 2.5 per cent
of freshwater. Of them, 68 per

cent of freshwater cannot be used
due to its existence as glaciers,
poles. clouds and humidity in the
atmosphere. So, humans can use
0.5 per cent of water aboveground
and 30.1 per cent of underground
water.

The Senior General retold that
the WHO survey in 2022 men-
tioned that some 1.4 million peo-
ple lose their lives due to unsafe
water on a vearly basis, and 74
million people face a shortening
of their lifespan. Experts predict
the globe will require 55 per cent
of water in 2050. Moreover, the
surveys stated that 3,600 million
people do not have a proper sew-
age system.

Next, the Senior General pre-
sented prizes to winners in the
open article contest to mark

World Water Day 2024,

Vice-Chairman of the National
Water Resource Committee Dep-
uty Prime Minister Union Minis-
ter for Transport and Communi-
cations General Mya Tun Oo also
awarded winners in the amateur
article contest.

The Senior General and attend-
ees visited the World Water Day
2024 exhibition.

Also present at the ceremony
were SAC Joint Secretary Lt-Gen
Ye Win Oo, council members,
Union ministers, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council chairman, senior military
officers from the Office of the
Commander-in-Chief, the Nay Pyi
Taw Command commander, dep-
uty ministers and officials.

— MNA/TTA
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State Administration Council Chair PM Senior General Min Aung Hlaing views round the
exhibition on the occasion of World Water Day on 24™ March, 2024 in Nay Pyi Taw
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PRODUCT MANUFACTURING DIRECTLY REFLECTS
STATE GDP: VICE-SENIOR GENERAL

State Administration Council Vice-Chair Deputy PM Vice-Senior General Soe Win addresses the
coordination meeting for the Union Budget 2024-2025 on 11" March, 2024

ONLY when product manufac-
turing rises will the State GDP in-
crease via the export of products,
said Vice-Senior General Soe
Win.

Vice-Chairman of the State
Administration Council Deputy
Prime Minister Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Soe Win, who is Financial
Commission Vice-Chairman,
highlighted salient points in coor-
dination on the Union Budget for
the 2024-25 financial year at the
Ministry of Planning and Finance
in Nay Pyi Taw on 11" March,
2024 afternoon.

In his speech, the Vice-Senior
General underscored that some
ministries handed over the al-
located funds back to the gov-
emment due to a lack of full

spending. Such an act may cause the inflation rate based on the ra-
a decline in GDP and a loss in tio of deficiency to GDP. Hence,
investment and manufacturing. ministries have to manage how
Budget allotment aims to control to overcome challenges and dif-

Salient points from the speech of
Vice-Senior General Soe Win at the meeting to
discuss the Union Budget for 2024-25 FY

I
1
1
|
I
: + Budget allotment aims to control the inflation rate based on the
1 ratio of deficiency to GDP.
: » Activities of re-handing over the allocated budget may cause
1 adecline in GDP and a loss in investment and manufacturing.
I « Ministries have to manage how to overcome challenges and dif-
: ficulties in spending the allocated funds to contribute to the de-
I velopment of the nation.

: » The ratio of budget deficiency to GDP in 2023-24 FY was 5.65
1 per cent, which was 0.02 per cent less than in 2024-25 FY.

I« Itis necessary to take care of keeping the budget deficiency in an
: appropriate amount in order to control debt resilience and infla-
I tion rate.

\---------_--,
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ficulties in spending the allocated
funds to contribute to the devel-
opment of the nation, he added.

With regard to clarifving the
management of the State budget,
the Vice-Senior General said that
the statistics showed that the ratio
of budget deficiency to GDP was
8.86 per cent. After verification,
the ratio of deficiency to GDP
was 5.67 per cent in the 2024-25
financial vear, exceeding five per
cent on average. In the 2023-24
FY, the ratio of budget deficiency
to GDP was 5.65 per cent. which
was 0.02 per cent less than in
2024-25 FY, he noted.

He continued that such differ-
ences were based on the depre-
ciation of Myanmar kyat with
foreign currency, Hardship and
Risk Allowance, trainee allow-
ances, cost to be spent under the
People’s Military Service Law,
and finance for socioeconomic

development and infrastructure
development of the nation.

He explained that if the country
faces a more considerable budg-
et deficiency, the foreign debt
amount may increase, adding that
it is necessary to keep the budget
deficiency in an appropriate
amount in order to control debt
resilience and inflation rate.

The Vice-Senior General re-
vealed that the government of
the State Administration Council
is systematically managing the
budget of the State under the pub-
lic finance management ways in
order to remedy the State econ-
omy, which declined due to the
outbreak of COVID-19 and the
re-surge of the State cconomy.

The Chairman of the Union
and Region and State Budget
Scrutiny Committee SAC mem-
ber explained the committee’s
inspection of the accounts of the

(j_ T
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Union, regions, and states in the
2024-25 FY.

Secretary of the Commission
Union Minister U Win Shein
and Deputy Minister U Maung
Maung Win reported on the budg-
et accounts of the Union level de-
partments and organizations for
2024-25 FY and explained the
budget of the Union for the 2024-
25 EY.

Union Auditor-General Dr Khin
Naing Oo reported on auditing the
accounts. Union-level dignitaries
and Union ministers discussed
the budgets of relevant organiza-
tions and departments.

Also present at the meeting
were SAC member Lt-Gen Nyo
Saw, the Chairman of the Union
Civil Service Board, the Nay Pyi
Taw Council Chairman, the Gov-
emor of the Central Bank of My-
anmar and officials.

— MNA/TTA
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SAC Member DPM MoTC UM addresses
64™ Anniversary of World Meteorological Day

State Administration

Council Member Deputy

) G5t i mmpetiamn@ S . i :
i 1w g o - ! Prime Minister Union
"qmggcpsmésgéeg_z BECVI007: GIOICYMIGU % Minister for Transport
"At the Frontline of Climate Action" and Communications

General Mya Tun Oo
delivers a speech at the 64
World Meteorological Day

event in Nay Pvi Taw on

23%March, 2024

STATE Administration Council
Member Deputy Prime Mmister
Union Minister for Transport and
Communications General Mya
Tun Oo attended the 64th World
Meteorological Day event at
Transport and Communications
Ministry in Nay Pyi Taw on 23"
March, 2024, along with deputy
ministers and high-ranking offi-
cials from relevant ministries.

The Union minister emphasized =
-~—.-ﬂ B — that this vear’s WMD theme, “At

the frontline of climate action”,
underscores the critical impor-
tance of addressing
climate change. Extreme weather
events have inflicted widespread
damage globally, disproportion-
ately affecting developing nations
and island countries.

He also mentioned that 2023
was the hottest year in 174 vears
and that 2024 could be even hot-
ter, quoting the statistics of the
World Meteorological Organiza-
tion (WMO). This rise in tempera-
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ture has accelerated the melting of
glaciers, contributing to the expan-
sion of ocean surfaces.

He urged for collaboration be-
tween governments and citizensto | «
mitigate the impacts of abnormal
climate change and its dire conse-
quences. Additionally, he shared
the Department of Meteorology
and Hydrology’s efforts in utiliz-
ing technical advancements and
fostering cooperation with partner
countries to improve forecasting
capabilities.

After his remarks, attendees
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viewed a message video from
WMO Secretary-General — Pro-
fessor Celeste Saulo and a clip
addressing climate change. Sub-
sequently. the Union Minister pre-
sented awards to the first, second,
and third winners in the climate
change essay competition.

In the aftemoon, staff members
of the Ministry of Transport and
Communications and the Ministry
of Education discussed 15 research
papers on meteorology, hydrology
and seismology. — MNA/NT
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Role of Myanma Insurance in

% Captain Ko Ko <«

Accession to the Bunker Convention

Since Myanmar signed the International Con-

vention on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution
Damage (Bunker Convention) in 2018 under the
auspices of the International Maritime Organiza-
tion (IMO). it has an obligation to incorporate the
provisions into national legislation and ensure effec-
tive implementation and enforcement. Nevertheless,
there have been delays attributed to the considera-
tion of the readiness of shipowners to comply with
the requirements of the Bunker Convention.
One of the reasons Myanmar decided to become a
signatory to the International Convention on Civil
Liability for Oil Pollution Damage (CLC Conven-
tion) in 2016 was the anticipated increase in the
number of Very Large Crude Carriers (VLCCs) call-
ing at the Kvauk Phyu, Made Island deep-sea port in
Rakhine State. As a result, Myanmar also acceded to
the Bunker Convention.

As Myanmar is a Party to these conventions, My-
anmar shipowners are required to have adequate
insurance or alternative financial security to cover
their liability for oil pollution damage. Additionally,

the Department of Marine Administration (DMA)
as the flag State authority, is also responsible for
issuing convention certificates. In order to comply
with the provisions of the Bunker Convention, ship-
owners must adhere to the Directive established as
domestic legislation. Shipowners play a key role in
complying with the stipulations. Foreign ships and
Myanmar vessels will be permitted to enter a Myan-
mar port only if they can present proof of insurance,
tvpically referred to as the Blue Card. This require-
ment applies reciprocally for Myanmar ships enter-
ing foreign ports as well. Thus, it is mandatory for
shipowners to obtain insurance coverage through
engagement with insurance companies.

Enter into force

The Bunker Convention, which became interna-
tionally effective on 21 November 2008, mandates
the maintenance of compulsory insurance or other
financial security for bunker fuel oil spills. Myan-
mar became a signatory to the convention on 19
January 2018, and it came into force in Myanmar on
19 April 2018. Nowadays, the Department of Ma-
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rine Administration is striving to expedite the legis-
lative process for a comprehensive marine pollution
law, encompassing prevention, preparedness and re-
sponse, and compensation measures. In the interim
period before the enactment of this law, Directive
No. 3/2023 was issued on 26 December 2023,

In this context, the term ‘bunker oil” encompasses
not only the fuel oil utilized for maneuvering the
ship but also includes the lubricating oil used for
the ship’s engines and oil residues. The application
of the convention extends to any ship within the
jurisdictional waters, including the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone, of a member State. It is imperative to

e

implement preventive measures against bunker oil
spills and illegal discharges, especially in cases of
accidental spillage and pollution. Additionally, es-
tablishing swift response measures to mitigate and
minimize the resulting damage is essential. Hence-
forth, both Myanmar vessels and foreign ships must
be provided with insurance coverage for bunker oil
spillage and its consequential damage.

However, any warship, naval auxiliary or other
ship owned or operated by a member State and used
for the time being, only on government non-com-
mercial service will be exempted.

Liability
When it comes to the liability of shipowners for
oil pollution resulting from the discharge or escape
of bunker oil, if multiple ships are responsible for
the incident, shipowners are held jointly and sever-
ally liable. Compensation in cases involving more
than two ships is determined based on the respective

amounts of liability incurred by each.

However, if the damage resulted from a force ma-
Jeure situation or from an act of war or a grave natu-
ral disaster, or was whollv caused by sabotage, or by
the negligence or default of authorities, wrongful act
or negligence of a government relating to the main-
tenance of aids to navigation (e.g.. misplaced light
buoys etc.). shipowners may be exempted from their
liability. It is to be taken into serious consideration,
as shipowners may potentially avoid their liability
for the damages caused by such circumstances.

Therefore, Myanma Port Authority, in conduct-
ing dredging activities and maintaining channels to
ensure safe navigation, particularly concerning Aids
to Navigation, must continually monitor and in-
spect the condition of lighthouses and signal lights.
It should also regularly check the positions of light
buovs and perform maintenance and repairs as need-
ed.

Foreign currency outflows for
insurance coverage

The Bunker Convention mandates that every ship
over 1,000 gross tonnage (GT) must maintain com-
pulsory insurance or other financial security. In this
regard, shipowners are required to maintain insur-
ance in accordance with the provisions of the LLMC
Convention (Convention on Limitation of Liability
for Maritime Claims, 1976) and its Protocol for their
liability concerning oil pollution damage.

To facilitate this, the DMA has to periodically
publish a list of P&I clubs and insurance companies
recognized by it. Based on the insurance certificate
issued by these clubs or companies, the Department
is responsible for issuing a Bunker Convention Cer-
tificate (BCC). No ship should be permitted to en-
ter any port or place in Myanmar without a valid
certificate of insurance. Therefore, shipowners must
ensure that valid insurance certificates are kept on
board the ship for inspection at any time.

In the global shipping regime, insurance cover-
age against marine pollution has become mandatory
due to the uniform implementation of international
conventions. Many Myanmar ships rely on foreign
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insurance companies for coverage. However, ob-
taining insurance coverage can be challenging due
to various limitations. Despite paying premiums to
their underwriters, some shipowners encounter diffi-
culties in transferring funds between banks, leading
to grievances and significant foreign currency drain.
For instance, a shipowner reported paying approxi-
mately US$40,000 to insure their ship at a P&I Club
in Dubai, but encountered multifaceted problems in
wiring the money. Overall, the absence of a robust
marine insurance system in our country poses a sig-
nificant challenge for Myanmar ships seeking insur-
ance coverage.

Therefore, in order to prevent and reduce the out-
flow of foreign currency abroad, the Department
has collarborated with Myanma Insurance and held
series of coordinated discussions, and planned to
reform policies and adjust fair premium rates. Ship-
owners are encouraged to obtain not only compul-
sory oil pollution insurance but also hull insurance
and liability insurance, similar to other sectors. A
comprehensive insurance scheme in the maritime
industry can provide resilience to any loss by offer-
ing coverage for a wide range of maritime risks.

Myanma Insurance reforms and its readiness

Myanma Insurance, as a State-owned enterprise,
provides various types of insurance protection re-
quired by entities and individuals. Reforms have
been made to align with the modern era, including
the introduction of online facilities through digital
platforms. Limitations on compensation have been
removed, and claim procedures have been revised to
minimize delays. As a result, Myanma Insurance is
now well-prepared to provide its services efficiently.
In the past, Myanma Insurance did not offer ma-
rine pollution insurance. However, following an in-
depth examination of current insurance policies and
practices on a global scale, a Task Force has been
established, bringing together representatives from
both the Department of Marine Administration and
Myanma Insurance. This Task Force is presently
engaged in scrutinizing insurance policies and prac-
tices worldwide with the aim of determining a fair
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premium rate for local shipowners. This collabora-
tive effort is an important mission that is necessary
for shipowners and will benefit the State as well. It
demonstrates progress, as the two fundamental in-
stitutions are ready to cooperate in addressing the
insurance needs of the maritime industry.

Myanmar Insurance primarily offers marine hull
and cargo insurance. However, in cases where in-
surance is obtained abroad, foreign currency income
drains out of the country. Therefore, implementing
policies and measures to promote domestic marine
insurance can prevent foreign currency outflow. Ad-
ditionally, this will pave the way for the emergence
of a marine insurance regime that is appropriate and
adaptable to the conditions of our country.

Following the issuance of necessary instructions
in accordance with the conventions signed by My-
anmar, the Task Force is responsible for discussing
and reviewing the requirements of these conven-
tions, mutatis mutandis, alongside our country’s
needs. This ensures that fair premium rates are set
for the issuance of oil pollution insurance certifi-
cates. Myanma Insurance currently accepts a maxi-
mum of US$ 5 million for a foreign insurance pol-
icy. However, if the coverage exceeds this amount,
the remaining sum may be reinsured through con-
sideration.

There may be questions regarding whether for-
eign countries will recognize insurance certificates
issued by Myanma Insurance. Notwithstanding the
questions may be arisen, based on discussions and
reviews, Myanma Insurance is a State-owned en-
terprise, will likely be recognized and accepted by
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most countries due to the State's seal printed on the
insurance certificates. Furthermore, Myanmar ship-
owners have expressed their preference for Myanma
Insurance to accept premium fees in local currency,
indicating their trust and confidence in the institu-
tion. Historical records also show that ships owned
by the Myanmar Five Star Shipping Line were in-
sured by Myanmar Insurance and transported goods
from Far East Asia to Western Europe.

Myanma Insurance for Myanmar ships

From another vantage point, Myanmar’s coastal
ships typically sail along the Yangon-Rakhain-Mon-
Tanintharyi coast, covering a maximum distance of
490 nautical miles. These ships carry a relatively
small amount of fuel, typically between 12 to 15
tons, and use only diesel fuel. Consequently, the risk
of oil pollution outbreaks is minimal. This under-
scores the importance of setting fair premium rates
to avoid burdening shipowners, Overall, shipowners
are fully convinced that marine insurance arrange-
ments are supportive to them, and they view the
plans positively and appreciate them.

Myanmar Insurance also offers insurance cer-
tificates for ships engaged in near-coastal voyages.
Premium rates may vary based on factors such as
the ship's tonnage, the amount of fuel oil on board,
and potential pollution-related costs. Previously,
only ships with insurance certificates issued by Pro-
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tection and Indemnity (P&I) Clubs could obtain a
Bunker Convention Certificate (BCC) from the
Department of Marine Administration. However,
today, certificates issued by Myanma Insurance are
also accepted for obtaining the BCC certificate from
the Department.

As a matter of fact, a verification task force has
been established to evaluate and review P&I Clubs
and insurance companies seeking recognition from
DMA. The approved list will be announced on the
department's website for public access and distrib-
uted to Recognized Organizations, with annual up-
dates provided to IMO.

Considering the relatively low risk of pollution
for Myanmar coastal cargo ships, liability may be
reduced, although the use of heavy oil for marine
engines can increase liability. Myanma Insurance,
as a State-owned business entity, is fully reliable and
not susceptible to bankruptcy. Detailed steps have
been taken by relevant departments and shipowners
in coordination with stakeholders to finalize insur-
ance policies, with the process completed in Feb-
ruary of this vear. A Working Group. consisting of
relevant departments and private entitics, has been
established to ensure that there is no outward cash
flow abroad, and efforts are currently in progress to
issue Convention Certificates for Myanmar ships on
1* April 2024.

Captain Ko Ko
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