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1% September, 2024

REFORMS NEEDED FOR MYANMA RAILWAYS

IN NEW ERA

4 Priority must be given to upgrading the Yangon-Pyay railway h
section and Nay Pyi Taw-Mandalay railway section.

\.

SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing hears the report on the construction of
Myanma Railway tracks for railway detour at the New Locomotive Assembling
Factory (Nay Pyi Taw) on 3" August, 2024.

enior General Min Aung

Hlaing stressed the need to

consider the necessary prepa-
rations for railway stations and over-
passes to upgrade railways to electric
raillways.

Chairman of the State Administra-
tion Council Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing on 3™ Au-
gust, 2024 mspected the New Loco-
motive Assembling Factory (Nay Py1
Taw) of the Mechanical and Electri-
cal Engineering Section of Myanma
Railways under the Ministry of
Transport and Communications and
the National Museum of Myanmar
(Nay Py1 Taw) in Pobbathin Town-
ship of Nay Pyi Taw Council Area.

At the New Locomotive Assem-

bling Factory (Nay Pyi1 Taw), the
Senior General inspected DEMU
carriages imported from Japan to run
them on the Yangon-Mandalay rail-
way section and DEMU carriages
built by Myanmar.

Deputy Prime Minister Union
Minister for Transport and Commu-
nications General Mya Tun Oo and
Deputy Minister U Aung Myaing re-
ported on the implementation of the
tasks in accord with the guidance of
the Prime Minister on his inspection
tour of the factory on 10 September
2021, the building of DEMU car-
riages at Myitnge Factory, finishing
of building the carmnages at Nay Pyi
Taw Factory, and supply of bogies
for DMU carnages.

In his response, the Senior Gen-
eral stressed the need to steadfastly
maintain railways, locomotives and
carriages.

He pointed out that it is necessary
to carry out research and develop-
ment tasks on the building of trains,
systematic measures of railway sta-
tions, good landscapes along envi-
ronments of railways, efficient use
of raillway yards and research and
development of technologies for car-
riages and railways.

The Senior General encouraged
all to conduct reforms of Myanma
Railways as a new era, adding ser-
vice personnel needed to success-
fully build DEMU carriages at home
with a future plan to operate electric
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Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing views
round the National Museum of Myanmar (Nay Pyi Taw) on 3*¢ August, 2024,

trains.

He continued that it 1s necessary
to consider preparations for railway
stations and overpasses to upgrade
railways to electric railways.

He pointed out that priority must
be given to upgrading the Yangon-
Pyay railway section and the Nay Py1
Taw-Mandalay railway section.

The Senior General underlined
that efforts must be made to run
prescribed speed limits for relevant
trams and carry out maintenance of
railways to ensure they are in good
condition and adhere to standards.

He highlighted that as rail trans-
portation can cut fuel consumption
and travel time, trains must be oper-
ated to transport commodities along
the vital railways of the State.

He called for the convenience of
tramn passengers along the circular
railways, and the plans must be im-
plemented so that passengers can ex-
perience fair fares on trains.

The Senior General gave guidance

on maintaining carriages and build-
ing new carriages. Yards of railways
must be utilized efficiently. Research
must be done to keep abreast of other
countries in the rail transport sector.

The Senior General presented cash
awards to factory employees through
officials.

At the National Museum of My-
anmar (Nay Pyi Taw), the Senior
General heard reports by Union Min-
ister for Religious Affairs and Cultur
e U Tin Oo Lwin on mamtenance of
city walls and buildings, construc-
tion of Mandalay royal palace walls,
water moat and bridges, damage of
these structures mn the second World
War, and maintenance of the Sishay
Bridge.

The Senior General viewed a vid-
eo clip on the history of the museum.

Union Minister General Mya Tun
Oo reported on plans for the con-
struction of a detour railway of Toun-
2o0.

In his speech, the Senior General

underscored that it is necessary to
maintain significant royal palaces as
much as possible.

He stressed that necessary min-
isterial buildings must be moved to
other places for the renovation of the
Toungoo Royal Palace and Ketumai-
walls.

He continued to say that neces-
sary information and evidence must
be compiled for the reconstruction of
the Sishay Bridge at Mandalay royal
palace in original works.

He highlighted that farmlands
must be reclaimed i advance for the
land plot earmarked for building the
Toungoo railway station.

A new extended urban area must
be established after the creation of a
systematic layout plan, whereas the
construction of a detour railway of
Toungoo must be considered in the
long run.

After viewing round the museum,
the Senior General gave necessary
mstructions to officials —MNA/TTA
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VICE-SENIOR GENERAL STRESSES SPORTING
TRIUMPHS ELEVATE NATIONAL PRIDE

The Leading Committee on Organizing the Fifth National Sports

Festival 2024 held its second meeting in Nay Pyi Taw.
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State Administration Council Vice-Chairman Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Senior General Soe Win

addresses the second meeting of the Leading Committee on Organizing the Fifth National Sports

VICE-CHAIRMAN of the State
Deputy
Prime Minister Vice-Senior General

Admimistration  Council
Soe Win, who 1s also a Patron of
the Leading Committee on Organ-
izing the Fifth National Sports Fes-
tival 2024, delivered a speech at the
second meeting of the leading com-
mittee at the Ministry of Sports and
Youth Affairs in Nay Py1 Taw yester-
day afternoon.

In his speech, the Vice-Senior
General said that the word sport 1s

Festival 2024 on 28" June, 2024.

defined in international dictionar-
les as an athletic activity requiring
skill or physical powers, and from
individual sports to competitions
that comprise thousands of people,
and the countryside level to Olym-
pic competitions are held today.
Achievements in sports can uplift the
dignity of a country and its people in
the world, so sports are described as
war without shooting.

Therefore, the SAC is focusing
on the development of sports qual-

ity, providing the needs. The SAC
Chairman and Prime Minister also
instructed all to place a special em-
phasis on sports as they can uplift
patriotism, national spirit, and na-
tional characteristics to ensure the
fitness of the entire people. The fitth
festival will be held with five objec-
tives as per the directives of the Head
of the State.

He continued that during the term
of SAC. the Diamond Jubilee Union
Day, which depicts the unity of eth-
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nic people and national spirit. and the
75th Anniversary of Independence
Day, which proves patriotism and
political affairs, were successfully
held at the State level on a more mag-
nificent scale, as well as the glorious
scale ceremony for religious affairs
such as world’s tallest Maravijaya
Buddha Image. Similarly, the Head
of State said that the national sports
festival should be held n a more
splendid manner than the previous
festivals, aiming at the full participa-
tion of new generations in the future
country.

He then stressed the need to dis-
cuss the expenditure, opening and
closing programmes, formation,
sports, and festival-themed mascots
at the meeting. Moreover, it also
needs to present mascots, which are
conferred at international sports fes-

tivals, at the awarding ceremony for
the gold, silver and bronze winners
of para games and other competitions
n the National Sports Festival, as the
principal stage is completed.

The Vice-Senior General pointed
out that officials
representing ministries, regions and

from the teams

states, working committees and rele-
vant subcommittees have to success-
fully take responsibility for organ-
izing the festival as part of grasping
an opportunity to turn out new young
athletes and to be free from bias.

He added that arrangements
should be made for the tribunal
members to make the right decision
if some controversial cases occur and
mentioned the need to have security
awareness and security conscience
during the festival period. Moreover,
he urged officials to organize experts

from relevant arenas. NGOs, and the
media sector to participate actively n
holding the festival.

Leading Committee Chairman
Union Minister for Sports and Youth
Affairs U Min Thein Zan reported
on preparations to host the Fifth Na-
tional Sports Festival., categorizing
sports events and awarding plans.

Union ministers, the auditor- gen-
eral of the Union, the Nay Py1 Taw
Council chairman, deputy ministers
and officials presented plans to hold
the opening and closing ceremonies
of the festival on an impressive scale.

Moreover, relevant subcommit-
tees put forward reports on prepara-
tions for the festival.

Later. the Vice-Senior General co-
ordinated measures related to discus-
sions and reports.

— MNA/KTZH
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Historical Development of Transpor-
tation Concepts

Goods

are essential for efficiently operating

transportation processes

industrial and supply chains, which
n turn foster the economic develop-
ment of countries. Various transport
modes are utilized not only in deliv-
ering raw materials to factories but
also in distributing finished goods to
consumers. For centuries, the trans-
portation and sale of goods have been
mterdependent, with humans mainly
utilizing natural waterways for this
purpose. Countries like Egypt, Chi-
na, Greece, and the Roman Empire
relied on rivers and maritime routes
to establish pathways for transport-
ing goods and promoting economic
development.

In the 18" century, Scottish econo-
mist Adam Smith emphasized the
importance of transportation in in-
dustrial development and Smith be-
lieved that transportation played a
critical role in promoting economic
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growth. In the 19th century, scholars
were particularly interested in the
relationship between national eco-
nomic development and the trans-
portation sector, leading to numerous
research studies 1 this area. In 1850,
German cartographer Johann Georg
Kohl conducted research on the re-
lationship between the composition
of transport networks and the dis-
tribution of resources based on geo-
graphic location. He analyzed that
the construction of a road network 1s
crucial for the development of cities
in Russia.

In the 20® century, with the ad-
vancement of international trade and
transport mfrastructures, the concept
of transport corridors emerged and
this concept was based on historical
transport routes. In the present day of
the 21* century, new transportation
modes based on modern technology
are being introduced and emphasized
for widespread use. These include

the Hyperloop., which uses low-

Volume (3), [ssuc (9), 1¢ September, 2024 (Sunday)

pressure tubes, autonomous vehicles
that utilize sensors and artificial in-
telligence, and electric vehicles that
benefit the natural environment.

Moreover, the 21 century is rec-
ognized as the era of the Fourth In-
dustrial Revolution - 4IR. in which
regions and countries are emphasiz-
g the implementation of policies
and frameworks regarding Intelli-
gent Transport Systems (ITS) and
App-based Mobility Services that
are based on technological advance-
ments.

Role of Transport sector in
international trade

International cargo transportation
plays a vital role in the development
of international trade. Countries are
able to negotiate economic coopera-
tion agreements as a result of devel-
oping transport routes. In present
day, transportation and international
trade are interconnected and also
play a significant role in promoting
globalization, which enhances con-
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