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HISTORIC DALA DOCKYARD HOSTS
SESQUICENTENARY CELEBRATION

State-owned dockyards need to consider long-term interests with high
capability by building vessels similar to the 150-year-old Dala Dockyard.

1* February, 2025

State Administration Council Chairman Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing tours the exhibition at

the sesquicentenary celebration of the Dala Dockyard in Yangon on 1* January, 2025.

ENIOR General Min Aung
S Hlaing stressed the need to

conduct research to use bat-
tery power for running vessels.

A ceremony to mark the 150" an-
niversary of the historic Dala Dock-
yard took place in Dala Township,
Yangon Region, with an address by
Chairman of the State Administra-
tion Council Prime Minister Senior

General Min Aung Hlaing on 1% Jan-
uary, 2025 morning.

On his arrival, the Senior General
and party were welcomed by chil-
dren from families of the staff at Dala
Dockyard.

Deputy Prime Minister Union
Minister for Transport and Commu-
nications General Mya Tun Oo, Un-
ion Minister for Industry Dr Charlie

Than and Yangon Region Chief Min-
ister U Soe Thein formally opened
the No | upgraded dock lane, new
dock trailer and 1,500-tonne tugboat
as a gesture of honouring the sesqui-
centenary celebration of the dock-
yard.

The Senior General unveiled the
plaque of the heavy renovation of
the historic diesel workshop built in
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1875 at the shipyard and the historic
signboard and sprinkled scented wa-
ter on the plaque.

Speaking on the occasion. the
Senior General said that the 150th
anniversary of the shipyard took
place at the ancient diesel workshop
where they all watched a video clip
on records of Inland Water Transport
and Dala Dockyard.

He continued that inland water
transport must be upgraded to coastal
shipping, river freight transport to
coastal freight transport, container
transport and maritime freight sys-
tems to achieve greater connectivity
and growth.

The Senior General highlighted
that State-owned dockyards need
to consider long-term interests with
high capability by building vessels
similar to Dala Dockyard.

The Senior General stressed the
need to conduct research to use bat-
tery power for running vessels.

He added that shipyards must
be equipped with necessary facili-
ties such as dock lanes, machinery,
construction workshops, forklifls
and heavy machinery, and essential
equipment for vessel design creation
to conform to global standards.

He underlined that relevant mari-
time departments have to exchange
experiences and technologies of
the ship-building process under the
maritime rules and regulations for
the existence of historic dockyards to
develop the maritime sector develop-
ment of the State.

The Senior General emphasized
that to ensure the safe and secure
operation of inland water transport,
efforts must be made not only in
riverine transport but also in coastal
shipping. coastal cargo transport. and
the integration of coastal and riverine
passenger and cargo transport ser-
vices.

He underscored that by assessing
the state’s funding support, market
availability, and the potential for
economic profitability, efforts should
be made to enhance the transport of
goods along the coastal waterways
by leveraging the capabilities of the
Dala Dockyard.

SAC Member Deputy Prime Min-
ister Union Minister for Transport
and Communications General Mya
Tun Oo reported on the background
of the shipyard, work process, and
implementation of shipyard func-
tions in accord with the guidance of

the Head of State and plans.

The Secnior General presented
cash awards to employees of the
shipyard and visited the exhibition of
the shipyard on documentary photos,
scale models of vessels and others
displayed at the ancient diesel work-
shop.

The Senior General inspected the
heavy renovation of vessels, testing
the scale models of vessels to build
the coastal cargo vessels at the work-
site of the shipyard and left necessary
guidance.

Also present at the ceremony were
Council Joint Secretary General Ye
Win Qo, council members, union
ministers. union-level dignitaries,
senior Tatmadaw officers from the
Office of the Commander-in-Chief,
the commander of Yangon Com-
mand, officials from the Ministry of
Transport and Communications and
cmployees from the shipyard.

Dala Dockyard is the oldest ship-
vard under the Inland Water Trans-
port. It renovated IWT vessels, cre-
ated vessel designs and built ships in
successive eras while manufacturing
machinery and vessel parts, repairing
vessels of other departments and
enterprises successfully. As work-
shops, dock lanes and machinery
are old at Dala Dockyard with lease
capacity, docklanes were renovated,
new machinery installed and build-
ings improved at the shipyard under
the guidance of the Head of State.
Hence, Dala Dockyard has plans to
implement its new future duties as-
signed by the IWT. based on devel-
oped human resources, by constantly
monitoring the changing trading sys-
tem. — MNA/TTA
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UNION-LEVEL MSME PRODUCT EXHIBITIONS AND
COMPETITIONS TO START 10 FEB

Businesspeople and officials need to organize discussions to understand
changes in customer behaviours, technology, information, investment,
and market trends at home and abroad.

State Administration Council Vice-Chairman Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Senior General Soe Win
chairs the meeting to hold the Union-Level MSME product exhibitions and competitions on 17" January, 2025,

VICE-SENIOR General Soe Win
noted that MSME businesspersons
have to know the demands of im-
porter countries and their disciplines,
international trade measures, and
trading restrictions of countries.

A meeting to hold the Union-Lev-
el MSME product exhibitions and
competitions took place at the meet-
ing hall of the Ministry of Industry in
Nay Pyi Taw on 17" January, 2025
afternoon, with an address by Chair-
man of the MSME Development
Work Commitiee Vice-Chairman
of the State Administration Council
Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Senior
General Soe Win.

In his speech, the Vice-Senior
General pointed out that businessper-
sons and officials need to organize

discussions to understand changes

in customer behaviours, technology,
information, investment, and market
trends at home and abroad. digital
system transformation, and imple-
mentation of online banking systems,

He noted that they have to study
the transformation of the in-person
purchase system to an online market-

ing system, and the use of products
by the people.

He continued that those busi-
nesspersons need to apply online
marketing and online payment sys-
tems on a wider scale if they follow
the market transformation process.

The Vice-Senior General under-
scored that advanced products will
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emerge from MSME exhibitions and
competitions, and the export of these
products can earn foreign exchange.

With regarding efforts to export
their quality products, he highlighted
that MSME businesspersons have
to know the demands of importer
countries and their disciplines, inter-
national trade measures, for exam-
ple, requirements of permit from the
General Administration of Customs
of the People’s Republic of China
(GACC) to export products to Chi-
na and trading restrictions of other
countries,

Union Minister for Industry Dr
Charlie Than reported on plans for
the MSME exhibitions and compe-
titions, products to be displayed by
ministries, regions and states includ-
ing Nay Pyi Taw, prizes for compe-
titions, and implementation of the
guidance of the Prime Minister.

Chairman of the Organizing Work
Committee Deputy Minister for In-
dustry U Yin Maung Nyunt present-
ed the formation of subcommittees
and arrangements for the exhibitions
and competitions,

After hearing the successful hold-
ing of the event in their respective
sectors presented by officials, the
Vice-Senior General gave necessary
remarks,

Also present at the meeting were
Nay Pyi Taw Council Chairman U
Than Tun Oo and officials.

The exhibitions and competitions
will take place at Tabaung Ground,
south of Uppatasanti Pagoda, in Nay
Pyi Taw from 10 to 14 February. It
will accommodate some 80 booths
of ministries, regions and states,
traditional ethnic foods, business-
to-business linkages, technological
booths, foreign machinery and prod-

uct booths. small-scale industries and
manufacturing cooperative booths,
and 31 kinds of products will be hon-
oured with awards.

Union-level MSME product exhi-
bitions and competitions aim to con-
tinuously enhance the products and
services of MSME businesses, to use
new value-added products at home
and penetrate foreign markets, and
enhance collaborative efforts among
MSME businesses in regions and
states to supply the needs of regions
cach other in the production chain
and seck weak and strong points of
processes, encourage relevant one re-
gion-one product businesses to have
success, further create linkages be-
tween MSME businesses and internal
and external investors, award Union
level MSME model product prizes
and enable MSME businesses to
operate in the long in. —MNA/TTA

> e
—

State Administration Council Vice-Chairman Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Senior General Soe Win
chairs the meeting to hold the Union-Level MSME product exhibitions and competitions on 17" January, 2025.
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ASEAN to boost cooperation against online scams

SAC Member Deputy Prime Minister MoTC Union Minister General Mya Tun Oo (3rd L) poses for the
documentary group photo at the fifth ASEAN Digital Ministers” Meeting in Bangkok on 16-17 January.

AS online scams continue to rise
in ASEAN countries, including My-
anmar, it is essential to strengthen
collaborative efforts to combat them,
said State Administration Council
Member Deputy Prime Minister and
Union Minister for Transport and
Communications General Mya Tun
Oo at the 5" ASEAN Digital Min-
isters’ Meeting — 5th ADGMIN and
Related Meetings with Dialogue
Partners held in Bangkok of Thailand
on 16 and 17 January.

He continued to say that to en-
hance users” trust in digital services,
including digital financial services,
greater cooperation is needed. Efforts
should not solely focus on expanding
internet connectivity and usage for
comprehensive digital integration,
but also on ensuring meaningful use

of digital services by the public and
businesses. To achieve this, it is nec-
essary to prioritize and implement
digital literacy programmes effec-
tively.

He added that it is necessary to act

based on the principles of security,
innovation, and inclusivity in imple-
menting digital transformation.

On 16 January morning, Thai
Prime Minister Shi-
nawatra delivered a speech at the

Paetongtarn
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opening of the meeting at Avani+
Riverside Bangkok Hotel.

In her speech, the Thai Prime Min-
ister underscored that currently, as
online scams are becoming increas-
ingly prevalent, posing serious dan-
gers to the public, there is growing
concern about this issue, highlighting
the need for regional collaboration 1o
address and resolve it effectively.

She noted that ASEAN must im-
plement measures to combat fake
news and misinformation that harm
social trust, as well as to enhance
digital literacy among the public.

In today’s world, as Artificial In-
telligence (Al) technology continues
to develop. it is essential for ASEAN
to collectively and responsibly adopt
and utilize Al technology in ways
that maximize benefits for the region.
she added.

At the two-day meeting, ASEAN
digital ministers focused on the de-
velopment of the digital sector in
ASEAN, and collaborative efforts to
initiate the digital future of ASEAN
aligned with safety. innovation and
all-inclusiveness to resolve challenges.

The meeting discussed reviewing
the successfully implemented plans

meeting on 17 January.

On the evening of 15 January, the
General discussed opportunities and
challenges of new technology and
ways to resolve these challenges
through collaborative efforts at the
China-ASEAN Digital Ecosystem
Cooperation Forum at Anantara Riv-
erside Bangkok Resort.

The General met Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Digital

Economy and Society of Thailand
Prasert Jantararuangtong on 16 Janu-

v

in 2024, approval for plans in 2025,
financial measures for projects, erad-
ication of online scams. enhance-
ment of cybersecurity and systematic
improvement of AL

The General attended the dinner
hosted by the Thai Prime Minister
and the ASEAN Digital Awards 2025
ceremony at Capella Bangkok Hotel
together with meeting participants.

During the trip. the ASEAN min-
isters held talks with dialogue partner
countries China, Japan, the Republic
of Korea, India, the United States and
the International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) separately, issued the
Bangkok Digital Declaration and
held the press conference of the

ary and Minister of Information and
Communications of Vietnam Nguy-
en Manh Hung on 17 January fo talk
about the exchange of information
and technological cooperation.

The meeting was attended by del-
egations from 10 ASEAN member
States together with Temor-Leste,
the People’s Republic of China, Ja-
pan, the Republic of Korea, India, the
United States in addition to the Inter-
national Telecommunication Union
(ITU).

The Myanmar delegation led by
General Mya Tun Oo arrived back in
Myanmar on 18 January.

— MNA/TTA
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~ Act vit'ies_-telpiémented,
. Regarding Multimodal Transport ,f\,
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According to the ASEAN

Introduction

The United Nations Convention on International Mul-
timodal Transport of Goods was adopted in Geneva in
1980. After 25 vears of that, the ASEAN Framework
Agreement on Multimodal Transport (AFAMT) was
drafted. and it was signed by the transport ministers of
ASEAN member countries, including Myanmar, on No-
vember 17. 2005, in Vientiane, Laos. This agreement
aims to establish a framework for multimodal transport
within the ASEAN region.
ASEAN Regional Action Plan 2020-2025

Myanmar is a member country that is fostering the
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) and, in line with
this, aims to improve regional trade and connectivity. Ad-
ditionally, to successfully implement the AFAMT and
to support the special economic zones being developed
within the country, the ASEAN Secretary-General's of-
fice has issued an Implementation Framework related to
AFAMT and the Regional Action Plan 2020-2025. This
framework is essential for facilitating trade activities and
supporting the effective implementation of multimodal
transport agreements among ASEAN member states.

The Implementation Framework outlines seven key
processes that ASEAN member countries must success-
fully implement for multimodal transport operations. Re-
garding these processes, the activities that have already

been carried out and the remaining tasks to be completed
are as follows:
1. Ratification

In 2005, the framework agreement regarding to Mul-
timodal Transport signed by all member countries needs
to be ratified by all ASEAN member states. Myanmar has
completed the ratification of the framework agreement
(Instrument of Ratification) on September 8, 2015,
2. Legal Framework

LEGAL FRAMEWORK

-~

All ASEAN member countries, including Myanmar,
need to establish relevant national multimodal transport
laws and regulations in accordance with the framework
agreement.



70 BiranscomiNewsletter

Myanmar has enacted the Multimodal Transport Law
with six following objectives outlined in Chapter (2) of
the law, which was passed by the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw on
January 31, 2014:

(a) to implement the provisions contained in inter-
national convention and promises contained in
regional agreement related to the multimodal
transport.

(b) to facilitate the orderly expansion of interna-
tional trade through regional and international
integration among the multimodal transport op-
crators,

(¢) to stimulate the development of smooth, eco-
nomic and efficient multimodal transport servic-
es adequate to the requirements of international
trade;

to perform orderly operation by the multimodal
transport operators in accord with the terms and
conditions by making registration under this
Law:

(e) to create a balance of interests between users

and carriers of multimodal transport services;

(D) to maintain a smooth, swift and efficient trans-
port by reducing problems of transit in taking
sleps o engage arrangements.

According to Section 59. Subsection (a) of the Mul-
timodal Transport Law. the relevant Multimodal Trans-
port Rules have been issued by the Ministry of Transport

(d)

on December 31, 2014, with the agreement of the Union
Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar,
utilizing the granted authority.

Due to departmental reformed within the ministry,
the Multimodal Transport Law was amended for the first
time on December 28, 2015, and for the second time on
February 14, 2022. Additionally, the multimodal trans-
port rules were also amended for the first time on March
22,2016, and for the second time on March 3, 2023. Cur-
rently, the Ministry of Transport and Communications
(MOTC), specifically the Department of Transport Plan-
ning (DOTP), is responsible for carrying out the imple-
mentation processes related to multimodal transport.

According to the regulations within the ASEAN re-
gion, it is necessary to establish the procedures and re-
quirements for registering Multimodal Transport Opera-

Volume (4), Issue (2), 1* February, 2025 (Saturday)

tors (MTOs) as well as the necessary insurances for them.
These procedures are currently being implemented.
3. Institutional Framework

Myanmar, as a member state, has established a com-
petent national body called the "Central Body for Mul-
timodal Transport of Goods" which is led by the Union
Minister for Transport and Communications. This body

consists of 20 representatives. including heads of relevant
departments and organizations. The Central Body serves
as a representative organization for the country regarding
multimodal transport operations.

The first meeting of the Central Body for Multimodal
Transport of Goods was held on November 4, 2024. Fur-
thermore, it is necessary to establish procedures for issu-
ing licenses to Logistics Service Providers (LSPs) and to
ensure that the Central Body for Multimodal Transport
can issue registration certificates to Multimodal Trans-
port Operators (MTOs) in accordance with the law. These
necessary procedures will continue to be implemented.
4. Economic Impact

Due to multimodal transport operations, it is necessary
to continue studying how these developments enhance
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connectivity within the ASEAN region and the extent of
their impact on the country's trade and economy.

In addition, it is necessary to study the performance ca-
pabilities of multimodal transport along trade corridors
by country, including the impact on overall costs, time
efficiency, and logistics costs.

5. Logistics Performance

Logistics Performance Cycle

DOutbound

As ASEAN member countries work towards success-
fully implementing multimodal transport operations, it is
essential to strive for improved outcomes in the Logistics
Performance Index (LPI), which is a benchmark estab-
lished by the World Bank, and the Enabling Trade Index
(ETI). published by the World Economic Forum.

Currently, Myanmar has a low LPI index among ASE-
AN member countries, indicating the need for collective
efforts for all dimensions, including multimodal transport
operations,

6. Capacity Building

Conducting workshops related to multimodal trans-
port, educating stakeholders about international legal
frameworks pertaining to multimodal transport, and the
responsibilities and obligations of Multimodal Transport
Operators (MTOs) are essential. Additionally, forums and
short training sessions should be organized to enhance
understanding between governmeni departments related

I o
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to multimodal transport and private enterprises. It is also
necessary to facilitate discussions for MTOs from Myan-
mar to engage in multimodal transport operations in other
ASEAN countries, as well as to exchange experiences
and knowledge regarding multimodal transport processes
among regional countries.

Myanmar Maritime University (MMU) offers various
programs, including a Post-Graduate Diploma in Trans-
port and Logistics Management and an M.Sc. in Lo-
gistics & Supply Chain Management. Additionally, the
Myanmar International Freight Forwarders' Association
(MIFFA) provides training such as the FIATA Diploma
in Freight Forwarding and the UNESCAP Foundation
Course in Transport and Logistics. These logistics-related
courses, along with the international curricula on trans-
port and logistics management by private training cent-
ers, and the publishing of the Logistics and SCM maga-
zine are also crucial for building the country's capabilities
in multimodal transport.

7. Administrative Procedures

In the implementation of the ASEAN Framework
Agreement on Multimodal Transport (AFAMT), it is
necessary for member countries to report the latest sta-

CAPACITY BUILDING -
3 oy @& ﬁk 0 n
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LEARN KNOWLEDGE SKILLS COACHING SUPPORT DEVELOPMENT
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tus of their operational plans according to their respective
countries and to translate the relevant laws for registering
as Multimodal Transport Operators (MTOs) into English
for submission to the ASEAN Secretary-General's office
and to be displayed on the ASEAN website, Regarding
among these activities, Myanmar has already translated
its Multimodal Transport Law into English and published
it on the ASEAN website.

Expectation

Myanmar is located at the western maritime exit of the
ASEAN region and is situated between the People's Re-
public of China and India. If it can effectively manage
its transport network and logistics connectivity, it will be
able to gain benefits in the regional trade supply chain.
This will also lead to an increase in foreign investments
in special economic zones and other sectors within the
country.

To successfully implement the multimodal transport
related issues from the ASEAN Regional Action Plan
2020-2025, it is essential for regulators and facilitators
from various government departments, as well as logis-

Your One-Stop
Logistics Solutions Provider

Bok Seng Logistics (Myanmar) Co,, Ltd,

a subsidiary of the Bok Seng Group that is
headquartered in Singapore, is an integrated
logistics and project logistics solutions provider,
From container trucking, heavy cargo handling
and lifting, to value-added services such as
Jacking and skidding for precise positioning, as
well as specialised engineering sclutions, we
offer a wide range of total logistics services that
cater to all your needs,

With a proven track record of delivering success,
our team of specialists has the right expertise,
solutions and equipment to solve your heavy
cargo challenges effectively and safely. Discover
how our Myanmar team can help you today!

No.64, Ma Khayar Min Thar Gyi 5t, Thilawa Local
Industrial Zone, Kyauk Tan Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

T : (+95) 09 969798225 / 00 969798226
M: (+95) 95185517
W: bokseng-ipl.com
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tics service providers from the private sector involved
in multimodal transport operations, to collaborate effec-
tively. This cooperation will enable successful execution
of international multimodal transport operations, thereby
enhancing the country's logistics and supply chain ca-
pabilities. Such efforts will contribute positively to the
country's economic development.
Conclusion

According to the ASEAN Regional Action Plan 2020-
2025, among the activities to be undertaken, there are
remaining processes related to multimodal transport that
need to be completed before the end of 2025, These pro-
cesses will continue to be carried out under the supervi-
sion of the National Level Central Body for Multimodal
Transport of Goods, as well as through collaboration with
relevant government departments and private sector as-
sociations involved in transport and logistics indusiries.
Therefore, it is reported that these activities will be im-
plemented according to the ASEAN's specified timelines.

Dr. Myo (DOTP)
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